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Deer ”1r. Fenctenvald: 



?dr, Harold vfeiaberg has advised me that you have asked for an outline of my 
proposed FI. ay bey interview with -James Earl Ray — an event which fans my hope that, 
contrary to your letter of Hoveraber 4, such an interview might soon be conducted. 

However, I also understand that' you have 'V'lritten to Mr Ray telling him not to 
t.alk v.n.th me pending tlie outcome of his legal petitions. VJhether true or not, 
such advice is understcndable as my letter of November 22 affirms, though I trust 
lu sprs.ng from a general concern and not fr-om any specific animosity toward me 
and my project. You should know/ that I ha.ve from the beginning stressed that I 
would do nothing to end.cnger I'lr. Ra.y, that I strongly believe a hiunme interview 
vill help hi.,s cause, and that my .interview would be subject to your revi.ew. 



In any event, I have attacl’.ed a proposed line of questioning for the interview. , 
Since I am new much more interested in Hay's side of the case, the outline reveals 
that hope, v-/nile not springing eternally, docs rise in correspondence vdth Mr. 

Ray's chances for a fair judicial process. I know others find the State's case 
persuasive and evidently --/ould just as lief tiave Ray l-mcked up forever, x-;hatever 
the f.acts (for example, in my opinion things l.ike Ron Rosenbaum's Village Voice 
piece on the "int-crmc-diar;/-'' casts doubts on the credibility of Ray’s petition 
and so couid Co with a 'oi.t of media, redre.sj but then. , .) I would not, obviously. 

In honrast^^ I must also add that "V. VJeisberg has told me that you suspect 
him of^ "selling" this interview. Tluat is not true. I did offer to pay the expenses 
in K.ashvi,i.le for lx. ’/■.'eiscerg and r'r. Lesar iwheri they accomna.nied me to do the 
intervi.-ow, and that out of my own fee. Since their expenses and yours ha.ve been 
heavy during the period of the hearing, that seemed fair. But no other offer has 
been made, I assure you. 



Finally, may I emphasize 
plea for the inter'/iciv ii 
I believe in it. I know 
(ana frankly, my editors 
convinced that ar^ntervi; 
forward to your reply. 



that i have no i.ntention in meddling further tha.n this 
any of .Ray's affairs, .ixid I make the plea only because 
there .'-.re other stories, even other angles to this one 
are pushing for that if the interview fails), but I remain 
w Cost serves both Mr. ;la.y and Playboy , .ind so I look 



■".'ith oest )-d.shcs for thiC .aoliday sea.son and for -a f-iv-onble rui.i.ng from Judge 
McRae, I rema-in in hopeful waiting. 



bine ere ly. 



-r ^ 
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O; JilR'.'-; ."Trerjt, T.reatnent, and of the 
not hirt;--their tone, manner, weight. 

treatment by Shelby 

"un?fnn nf relations ivith Kuis and Hanes as a 

-eult:d 

f did the situation 

f- j'y luunce JER; How? V/hat later re.-'ction did JER have 

to John's . arrest for bank robbery? 

3. Conditions Afte r Guilty Pis 



_[lncluding reactions to "special handling"]. 



III. IJ 

A. 



■' suffer threats on his life after his arrest for 

trtAra^rJr^seipe? Stoner) have on JER'a decision . 

attitudes has solitarj^ perhaps produced 
°;T3;;;,r-' e L '^®g-"^ding solitary for a 

himse-'fL_diffe’"e-t-'’v n" ^ tis jail treatment, does JER see 

+ <=°Wd_to before King's death? In what 

"liot hi's "so^'itaT'--V af any, has been prison-produced? 

oo^ita-,, done to him long-tenn, does JER think? 

TE:'I ATTEn-'T TO WN JUITICE FOR JER 

— Story oiG rranating in Memph is "earing (to date)- i 

did the successful Fensteiv/ald- 
tcirted f or him? '/That ’,vere JER ' s 
r.is previous experience with lax'-TBrs? 

: Ci.ances for a nev; trial? (-^ssuining 
3 ccen granted, how does he feel about 
t effective representation 



JER' 3 Views: 


Hv-r 


i^esar-'s 


feisbe 


;rg ha: 


initial 


reac 


:tions 


How doe 


5 he 


na'/ fi 


by cub] 


icati 


on a 1 


that?] 


How 


does t 


versus 


ths H 


ansc— i 



Stoner axis? 



arcouitted'^of cL— e-'h if so, _^haw much) tojER that if 

;-’ow do»>^ th-:- d?,?. still face Missouri charges? 

..on co._ this aotiwide reflect his feelinrs 
justification," relatively? “ 



bout parole and 



5- '»>;Sl/i™iuSnrthe Sm?£ £Sj™o" 
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Ol'TTTf'fP GF PROPOSFD IPTFRYITP'r ’-TTH JAMES EARL R.AY 

MOT’S: (l) The^'oroad outline-' of question-areas i^ just that; given the nature 
of interviews it is impossible to put down precisely what questions 
nuf;ht be asked or what responses made. 



(2) C 
t 



-ounse., lor^Mr. Ray ({■"essrs. Fensterv'ald, Lesar and Weisberg) may re-view 
...;0 typescript of the i.ntervi.ew and edit it in accordance xvith their 
estimates of its impact on Mr, Ray's legal situation. 

(3) Any or all of Mr, Ray's counsel may attend the interview sessions 

(,n.nd are asked to do so) to ensure that Mr. Roy's interests are held 
foremost. 

(L) The tapes of the interview remain the property of James McKinley but 
conies wT.l be provided to Mr, Ray and his ^a’.^yers on request. 

(5) The oonT.ents oi this interview i\ill remain the exclusive propertj’’ of 
James_ McKinley for purposes of publication in Playboy magazine, and 
no oth-r^ interview, printed or broadcast, vnll be released prior to 
the pub’’ ication of this interview. " t 

T T'-p’S OF "HK TNTmpvTpyr 



I. RAY'S PREVIOUS TMCAROEEATTOMS. TMCT.UDJNG MTSSOrjRi 

A. Early Ro octions : •-,'hat does JFR think the 1950's judicial system did 

yj men? him? iliat chances were there then of "rshabil.itation"? 
bliat attitudes tov/ar-l s-ociety were produced by this system and by its 
resultant "prison society"? 

3. rarly A ttitudes Toward Uie l^bat legal advice did JFR have after 

nis early arrests? Vliat attitudes ty<ird the judicial nrccess were 
engouderecl in his case? ''l-iat -in {.he case of others? 

C. Resultant Actions: Are fantasies, of cscaoe and flight the result of 

unese aoove-enuner.at.ed factors? ■%.at causes the desire to escape? 

^i.cn oocs one Peel it is a last act? Itis jgR influenced by anyone who 
■ cii esca.jCu pyisonr are one lUiie stori.ss of his Missouri esoaue atterrots 
acourace^? .Cny/w'ny not? 

II. RAY'S POST-KLK lUCARCFRATION 



A. Conditions Prior to Guilty Plea: 



hearing test.: mony']' 



a_: [neyonn or in other words from trial 
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II B I think the thrust of this section would be stronger with two additions: why 
was he put in S solitary and why does he say this? (To get him to abandon appeals) 

How does he react to that, (in his atypical case, with more determination. 

Why did he compromise and let the State seem to save its face? So he would be in better 
phsyical and mental shape for the hearing. 

In 1 o He may buckle on Stoner and not because of any personal relationship but 

for other reasons: family and Stoner not taking a penny, -^e may be disposed 
to Stoner's beliefs but I've seen no evidence of it. He also could havemasked. 
I have a question about putting him a in a position where he would be admit- 
ting trying to escape if for no other reason than that it can be used to 
attack his credibility. I think he denies the second case. 

I wtuld suggest a C, how does it feel to live this way and what do you not get 
that you vjould 

outside jail; 

in jail under normal conditions. 

Are you aware of any w jll , .Aetermination, self-respect, 

ability to concentrate, law, law-mforcers, self, attitude toward life? 

III A 1. He may not loiow the actuality of how it got started. 

Stoner was never part of the defense. He was in longSH enough to mess up civil 
cases. 

This does not show awareness that he has always wanted to be tried. Hiie's 
psychoanalysis as a substitute for reality falls short of the dramatic 
possibilities of "f^me” from acquittal. Se told me long ago that he was 
going the way of the law, giving it a chance to bring justice. So, I think 
a good question would be has he thought of what acquittal would or could mean 
to others who have not had a real defense, think or say they are not guilty, 
have been abused in jails? 

2. WjJ.1 he face Missourx charges? I believe they were waived in not extradicting 

him on them, ihat he was an escapee was alleged but he was extradicted on 
the King charge only to the best of my knowledge. This s^ something we have 
been wanting to check out. 

3. The Livingston part puts him in the position of making a comment on his counsel 

and asks him to involve himself in that insanity. I think that if this is 
asked, the only kind of answer he should give is that he doesn t know any- 
thing about ^ it. There was really nothing he could do about it. He didn't like 
ic, he didn t dare fire Bob with a hearing upcomipg. 

A 1 . I can see the point of asking this question hut I can' t see how he can have any 

knowledge that ^ would permit him to make any kind of seSsible response on the various 

theories. He 11 probably say that he hasn't really thought along this line because 

Him and for his needs it is irrelevant. I would be alert to the possibilities 

of misinterj relation of any answer he might give. 

I m sure surprised thao l had a telephone contact with Hc^ul. I presume this is a 
misunderstanding but I don't Icnow of what. 

Obviously there had to be someone directing him, so whether his name was Haoul or 
not, md how could JER know, it was not a "ocver" in this sense. 

I don t think he should now say where he was when the shot was fired. 

Bundle— dropping, think he should tell how Hanes came to tell that story. He could 
not have seen the bundle dropped and he built in a sefl— destruct on that story 
that is a reflection of his sense of hunpr. A white sheet to hide under? Daylight? 

3. To what "media" did he have access? When? 

Does the RBI's account of his flight have anything at all to do with a legitimate 
prosecution? I think not. Whether or not true it is to hide the absence of evidence 
and of incompetence, his is separate from asking is any account accurate. I'm not 
at all surethat there is such a thing as the FBI's account. 

4. ^n how did he feel when captured, he has a sensitivity on the words attributed 
to him. I think that as a reader I'd be interested in what then and immediately 
thereafter was in his mind on being set up and those who did it. 

Sigcts: extrapolate to others, with kids, wives, if he has thought of what can be 
done, by whom? Whos tried to make this kind of thing good and how can anyone? 




Vo 2o Add prisoners, prosecutors, system of prosecution and of justice, criminal lawyers. 
Does he think it can make for lep injustice? (After all the time he's been 
kept the way he has been, he can t really believe exoneration would now be 
justice. And perhaps a comment on the sentences of essentially petty offenders 
in property crimes with major political crime like that of the Watergate and all 
the lawyers in it. 

I don't think he 11 want to pretend to be a social philosopher and I think the 
condition of the country has too much xnfluence on this because that condition 
is that bad. It is foremost in the minds of most people not of means, 

5w Perhaps he has thought of this, but a question I think he can answer better 

Md^ ought be asked, if not instead of this, is what does he think the situation 

is when there is political pressure to make it appear that a crime like this has 
been solved when all those in any way high in the federal and local governments 
and in any way connected had to know it had not been solved, 

This presupposes a knowledge of King and his influence, plans, etc, that I doubt 
he then had, whether or not he now does, ( 

I think there might well be more on what he perceived of what Foreman was up to and how 

does it feel, if he was aware of it, to know your lawyer is selling you outi Here I 

think Jim should see the logs, esp, on medication, sleeping, eating, restlessness. Here, 
if he understood it, is real drama. And for a man so securely away and without contacts 
2 H±_sped on or any facilities how could he hope to cope? I think that after the 

he felt with all the adverse publicity, beginning with 
the j;BI leaks to O'neary and Readers' Digest, the Edmondson piece and then Huie pleadinv 
him guilty in LOOK, ^ 

I think the sequence of questions should be reversed, getting into the present 
defense last and into those kinds of questions about which he will feel easier first. 

I believe he is more anxious to have the story of his confinement understood, ■‘"t has been 
oppressive and until he testified in Memphis and when I saw him before then he kept coming 
back to ^ it. To a degree that things he should and in the past would have told me immediately 
h.e didn t tell me until after the hearing proper was oveer<, 

Further, there should ne an effort to ask the kinds of questions that will let 
his natural dray and often subtle humor and wit show itself. 

Questions on communications with lawyers = how he did with Hanes and how he could 
not with Foreman, how he tried to get around that. 

How did he shield his eyes from the light when he tried to sleep? How did it feel 
not to see- not to know if Idiere were a sun, moon and the stars -whether or not it was 
dyalight, hot of cold out, raining of snowing, Hov» does it feel to see so few people 
for so long a time? To live in a cell so small (couldn't take three steps in it) 




